
Welcom� t� th� Yout� Grou�!

Whether you’re a family with an incoming 6th grader, or you just started attending church at
McKnight, I’m so glad you’re here!

Parents, you and I have the same goal: to shepherd your student into a vibrant, transformative
relationship with Christ. I want you to know that I’m on your team. I want to walk with your family
as you navigate the teen years together. I will not have all the answers, nor will I pretend to. I do
not know what it’s like to be a parent, but I do know teenagers. I am your #1 cheerleader and I
am always there to listen, support and help in the ways that I can.

Students, over the next 7 years, you and I will spend many hours together, whether it’s Sunday
mornings, Wednesday nights, time at Theo, Camp, Winterfest, Refuge, Paintball, The BluGnu,
Lock-In’s, Christmas Parties and much more. I’m here to be your mentor, your friend, a person
you can talk to, and somebody who can help you answer all of the big questions you have about
God and about how to grow in your relationship with him.

Mee� Jerem�!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jeremypicker
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/jeremypicker
Email: jpicker@mcknightcrossings.org
Cell: 314-882-9782
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Ho� t� Hav� � Grea� Yout� Grou� Experienc�:
1. Make it a priority. I can’t stress this enough...You WILL get out of it what you put

into it! I know you’re busy! Sports, dance, band, homework..there’s a lot going on in life!
But if you’re coming inconsistently, it’s going to be really hard to build those relationships
that make youth group so special. Sunday Mornings are a small percentage of what we
do. If you only come on Sundays, you will only get about 10% of what you could be
getting out of youth group! (Parents, you too!)

2. Get out of your comfort zone! Making friends is a two way street! Don’t wait for people
to approach you. Everybody likes making new friends, so don’t be afraid to ask
somebody if they want to sleep over, or hang outside of youth group.

3. Be completely yourself. We want to know the REAL you! The more transparent you
are with people at youth group, the better relationships you will be able to build with
them!

4. There’s a time to be silly, and a time to be serious. Pretty sure that’s what Larry the
cucumber says in VeggieTales, but it works! There will be PLENTY of time to hang out
and goof off at youth group, but when it’s time to be serious, you have two options: zone
out, or take the opportunity to learn and grow!

5. A firm foundation in faith has to start at home. Youth group is NOT a primary source
of spiritual food, in the same way that Sunday morning church is not. It should be an
additive. It’s important to have faith woven into the DNA of your entire household. Having
family devotionals and faith conversations all throughout the week is absolutely crucial to
a student’s spiritual development.

Whe� D� W� Mee�?
Sundays: on the 4th Floor during the sermon (for now)
Wednesdays: 6-8 on the 4th floor. (6-8 in the Summer)
*Sometimes we meet outside, so bring a lawn chair on Wednesdays in case we do that.
I’ll send a text beforehand if we do that!
Theo: A Deeper Bible Study that happens every other Thursday starting in the Fall
SLT: A Leadership group for high school students that happens the alternate Thursday

Check the Website/Calendar for other irregular meet-ups!

Dro�-O� & Pic�-U�
Drop Off: We do start on time, so I recommend getting to youth group events about 10-15
minutes before the actual start time so they don’t miss anything.

Pick-Up: I try to be very conscientious of your time and end when we say we’re going to end so
all I ask is that you do the same! You may want to allow for your student to mingle for about
10-15 minutes after we’re done, but please let me know if you’re going to be any later than that.



When We Take the Vans: When I say “leaving at 7”, it really means “van is loaded, pulling out
of the parking lot at 7”. Get there 20 minutes before we leave just to be safe! You never know
when you’ll run into traffic. My goal is always to leave exactly when we say we will. So if you’re
running late, text me and let me know your ETA. If it’s just a few minutes, we’ll wait for you, but if
it throws off our schedule quite a bit, I may ask you to meet us wherever we’re going instead. If
you decide to drive yourself and you signed up to ride in the van, let me know so we’re not
waiting for you! Planning to get there early is always a good way to go!

Communicatio� - Sta� I� Th� Loo�!
1. Website (The Loop): www.mxygloop.weebly.com

a. This website has EVERYTHING you need to know. If you have any questions,
check the website. (ask me about getting the app!)

2. Emails: http://eepurl.com/djleBf (click this link to subscribe)
a. The emails are automated every day at 5:00 P.M. They will have updates of

everything added to the Website that day. You can expect about one email every
two weeks or so.

3. Remind Texts: Text “@mxyg” to “81010” to subscribe to our text messages. These are
more for “in the moment” communication. If we have to cancel at the last minute, or there
is a change of time or address, that will go out in the text messages. I’ll also schedule
reminders for event sign ups, and reminders for meetings, etc.

4. GroupMe: Visit https://groupme.com/join_group/87264631/p1B4Xry2 to sign in.  You will
need the GroupMe App.

***GroupMe and Remind will have mostly the same messages, but there can be conversations and
questions on GroupMe.  GroupMe is not mandatory.
If you only have one, REMIND is the one to have***

5. Text Jeremy: I need your number, too! Have everybody in the family text me at
314-882-9782

Ho� W� Ac�
Students are expected to act like the young adults that they are: with maturity, kindness and
respect towards other students, volunteers and me. When it’s time to have fun, we have fun.
When it’s time to be serious, we take it seriously. We want to foster an environment of healthy,
meaningful friendships with each other and a transformational relationship with Christ. If any
student’s repeated behavior is detrimental to the experience of the whole group, we will take
steps to address the issue.

And all the usual stuff, no drugs, alcohol, cussing, profanity on clothing, or firearms.

If you date in the youth group, I’m not crazy about it, but I’m not going to tell you that you can’t.
I’d rather you be open and honest with me than hide a relationship. But you can expect me to
have a meeting with both of you about how couples should act while at youth group, and you
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can expect me to be super nosy about your relationship because I want to make sure it’s
healthy!

We don’t have a dress code that I enforce, but I ask that you dress in a way that is loving
towards God and others in the youth group. You and your family can decide what that means for
you.

Bi� Tri��
Winterfest, Refuge, Camp...we go to a lot of places! Big trips are a privilege, not a right. If I am
going to take a student on a big trip, I need to be able to trust that I won’t have to babysit them.
If a student has displayed behavior that makes me think they can’t handle that, I will either ask
their parent to personally chaperone them, or we’ll ask them to wait until next year to go. On big
trips, students are expected to participate in the planned activities, show up to things on the
schedule on time. NO sneaking out of cabins, or going against the rules that have been set for
that trip. If a student breaks my trust while on a trip, I reserve the right to send them home
immediately at the parents’ expense. (I really don’t want to do this! But I will if it’s necessary!)

Voluntee��
It takes a village! All of the things we do can not happen without volunteers! Parents, please let
me know how you’d like to get involved. Can you chaperone trips? Can you host a video game
night for the guys, or movie night for the girls in your home? Would you like to host the
christmas party? Can you teach a class? Can you help with food pick up? Please let me know!
We are a symphony, not a one-woman-band :)

Studen�-Ministe� Confidentialit� an� Repo�� Protoco�
Due to the nature of this job, there’s going to be times when students tell me things I need to
keep private. I want to build a trusting, nurturing relationship with them. However, rest assured
that if a student is in danger, or hurting themselves or others, I will bring in parents and seek the
counsel of trusted colleagues to help you and your family navigate the situation.

Payin� fo� Thin��
PayPal: There is a link to our paypal on the website. If you choose to pay for events this way,
please cover the convenience fee.

Mail: Can be mailed to Elizabeth in the office at 2515 S. McKnight Rd. Saint Louis, MO 63124.

Do not pay without including the student’s name, dollar amount, and what event it’s for. Always
include that info! (And try to use the Blue Box instead of handing it to me directly!)

Schola�shi��



We never want money to be a reason that somebody doesn’t come to something. The finance
committee has a benevolence fund that we can request use if someone needs support. The
Scholarship form is available on our website. Please fill it out at least two weeks prior to a
payment deadline. Once submitted, the finance committee will review the request and let you
know how much was approved.


